
 

MINUTES 

KENTUCKY HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING 

November 5, 2010 

Old State Capitol – House Chambers 

 

 
KHS Executive Committee President Robert Rich called the annual meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.   
President Rich welcomed members and guests.  For the first time, the KHS annual meeting is being held 
in conjunction with the Kentucky History Awards.  Approximately 180 people were in attendance. 
 
Sara Elliott, Curator of the Old State Capitol, gave a brief history of the Old State Capitol, a national 
historic landmark. 
 

Minutes of the November 6, 2009 annual meeting were approved by a motion from Sheila Mason 

Burton, seconded by Kent Whitworth, and voice approval of the KHS membership.  

 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

Robert Rich thanked the Society members, KHS Executive Committee, and KHS Foundation board for 
the opportunity to serve as member, officer, and president since elected to the KHS Executive Committee 
in November 2003.  Mr. Rich remarked that even during difficult economic times, he is happy to celebrate 
the work of the KHS and the Kentucky History Awards (following the annual meeting).    He thanked 
outgoing officer Bill Black, Jr., and board members Walter Baker (deceased May 24, 2010),  Dr. Yvonne 
Baldwin (resigned August 2010),  Jim Claypool, Dr. John Kleber (on ballot as 3rd VP for 2011), and J. 
Harold Utley (deceased May 25, 2010) for their service on the Executive Committee. 
 
Mr. Rich recognized and honored two board members who passed away during 2010 for their long time 
dedication and commitment to KHS, Mr. Walter Baker and Mr. J. Harold Utley.   
 
Mr. Rich introduced and welcomed Dana Cox as the new Executive Director of the KHS Foundation.   
 
A major accomplishment during 2010 was the adoption of the three year strategic plan that includes 
significant initiatives to respond to the modern needs of constituents.  The plan emphasizes efficiency in 
resources and stewardship of the KHS collections.  Mr. Rich stated it is his goal that KHS be a “fun place 
to work.”  
 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

KHS Executive Director Kent Whitworth presented highlights of the KHS strategic plan, announced 
seasonal hours for December 2010 – March 2011, and introduced new membership levels.   
 

• KHS Strategic Plan – Mr. Whitworth expressed his appreciation to the staff and Executive 
Committee members for their involvement during the strategic plan process and to Dana Cox, 
KHS Foundation Executive Director for the Foundation’s monetary support.  The four goals of the 
July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2013 KHS strategic plan are: 

 



GOAL 1 - The KHS will be a significant resource fostering the production of historical works, the 

promotion of historical understanding, and history education 

 

GOAL 2 – The KHS will develop and strengthen statewide collaborative relationships that connect with 

and support key institutions and community activities 

 

GOAL 3 – The KHS will become a customer driven organization and implement marketing strategies that 

promote the use of KHS resources and services 

  

GOAL 4 – The KHS will diversify and grow its funding and ensure the positive support from the State for 

long-term sustainability 

 

• Seasonal Hours – Mr. Whitworth announced that KHS would be closed to walk in visitors from 
December 12, 2010 through March 11, 2011 to allow staff members to focus on processing 
archival collections.  Based on statute requirements, staff reduction, and survey responses, KHS is 
committed to the priorities of gaining intellectual and physical control of its collections. The 
campus will be open to walk in visitors and for programming on the second Saturday of January 
and February and will also be open to groups of ten or more during the seasonal hours.  
Community outreach will continue as well as inquiries through telephone and email.  

 

• KHS Membership - The KHS Executive Committee approved new membership levels and dues at 
the October 15, 2010 board meeting to become effective January 1, 2011.  The membership 
structure was revised to streamline the program and to clarify the benefits. The new membership 
levels include: Explorer - $30 (65 or older, $25); Pioneer - $45 (65 or older, $40); Trailblazer - 
$55 (65 or older, $50); Ambassador - $60 for institutions and organizations).   

 
Mr. Whitworth closed with a quote by author Jim Collins, “Greatness is not a function of circumstance.  
Greatness, it turns out, is largely a matter of conscious choice, and discipline.”  

 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
On behalf of the nominating committee chair Mike Duncan who was unable to attend the meeting, Renee 
Shaw presented the nominating committee report.  The nominating committee consisted of Mike Duncan, 
Yvonne Baldwin, Ruth Korzenborn, Renee Shaw, and Denny Dorton (KHS Foundation Board 
representative.)  The committee met by conference call on August 13 and August 31.  The slate of officers 
and new board members were unanimously approved at the October 15, 2010 Executive Committee 
meeting. In addition to the names for officers and four year terms, two names were nominated to fill the 
unexpired terms of Walter Baker and Yvonne Baldwin for one year.  Ms. Shaw submitted the slate of 
officers and members. 
 

Officers – 2011 

President - Robert E. Rich  
1st Vice President – Sheila Mason Burton 
2nd Vice President – J. McCauley Brown 
3rd Vice President – Dr. John Kleber  
 



For four year terms to the KHS Executive Committee expiring in 2014: 

J. William (Bill) Bartleman, McCracken County 
Marion C. Forcht, Whitley County 
Michael J. Hammons, Northern Kentucky 
David D. Lee, Bowling Green 
 
Karen McDaniel, (Fill unexpired term for 2011 for Dr. Yvonne Baldwin who resigned August 2010) 
Lowell Reese, Frankfort (Fill unexpired term for 2011 for Walter Baker) 
 
 

BALLOT COMMITTEE AND ELECTION 

 

Leslie Miller, KHS staff member, presented the ballot report on behalf of Roger Stapleton and Brandon 
Slone, ballet committee. The ballot committee inspected the ballots for the election of KHS Executive 
Committee officers and new members on Thursday, November 4, 2010.  The total number of ballots 
received equaled 667.  Of the ballots received, 5 were disallowed because they were not properly 
executed or lacked signatures and could not be counted.  199 ballots were cast for the official slate as 
proposed by the KHS Executive Committee’s nominating committee.  There were 4 write-ins ballots cast.  
Proxy only was checked on 50 ballots.  A total of 409 members voting extended their proxies to Kent 
Whitworth, KHS Executive Director.  The ballots may be inspected by anyone through November 30, 
2011.   
 

A motion was made by Sheila Mason Burton with a second by Dr. John Kleber to recognize the 

nomination committee report as a slate, that the nominations cease, and election of the Executive 

Committee officers and members as written by the slate to be cast as a unanimous ballot. The 

motion was approved by acclamation.   

 
 

SWEARING-IN OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

The Honorable Phillip Shepherd, Franklin Circuit Court Judge, conducted the swearing-in ceremony.  
Officers and board members present to take the oath of office were Bill Bartleman, Sheila Mason Burton, 
Marion Forcht, Michael Hammons, Dr. John Kleber, Lowell Reese, and Robert Rich. 
 

 

 

OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

 
There being no old or new business, the meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. by a motion from Kent 
Whitworth with a second by Renee Shaw.  The motion passed. 
 
A special thank you was given to KHS staff members Ann Johnson and Stuart Sanders for coordinating 
the annual Kentucky History Awards in conjunction with the KHS yearly membership meeting for the 
first time at the Old State Capitol.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Theresa Young 
Kentucky Historical Society 


